Martin Grade Corridor Advocacy Group

Minutes for meeting of April 16, 2008 

Dunklin Memorial Camp
Meeting began at 6:12 pm

Attendance: Martin Grade Corridor Advocacy Group (CAG) members - Lee Jones, Nancy Oliver, Nick Reynolds, Mona Schwall. Public - Peter Jones, Lenn Holtzman, Charles Phillips, Don White. Staff - Carol Cloud Bailey, Mary Dawson

A. Introductions of new staff, Carol Cloud Bailey where made.
B. Martin Grade Scenic Highway Application Update was presented by Mary Dawson.

a. A grant was received for $20,000 from the Community Foundation for Palm Beach and Martin Counties and is earmarked to pay for travel, training and staff compensation.

b. The Letter of Intent was signed and sent to FDOT for review. Once the Scenic Highways Advisory Committee evaluates the Letter of Intent, comments and suggestions will be sent to the CAG for use in developing the eligibility documentation.
C. A Florida scenic highways state conference will be held on May 1-2 in Sarasota, Fl. It is sponsored by a consulting company who would like to be hired to help the CAG achieve its mission. Planned topics include: resource planning, transportation enhancement, setting goals and succeeding, success with grant funding, advisory questions and answers, successful fundraising and success stories. Anyone may attend, please call Mary Dawson if interested in attending. Fees will be paid by grant. Mary Dawson will attend. 

D. Sunshine Law was reviewed
a. CAG members may not speak to one another regarding issues that may come before the committee for action.
b. Every meeting is open to public.

c. Prior and reasonable notice of CAG meetings must be published. 

i. Notice of Martin Grade CAG meetings have been and will be posted on www.SCLands.org and will be sent to local newspapers and via email.

d. Minutes of meetings must be taken and be made available to public.
i. Martin Grade CAG minutes will be posted at www.SCLands.org 

e. Any document produced must be made available for publication.

f. Public Comment must be allowed at each meeting.
E. Direction from CAG on commencing project was requested by staff
a. Structure of committees, staff was discussed.

i. Lee Jones moved to designate the CAG as advisory. Staff will develop plans, documents, and task list for CAG approval. Tasks will be assigned to or asked of individuals who have expressed interest in participating in the project. Mona Schwall seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
b. Membership of the CAG was discussed.
i. It was agreed additional members are need.

ii. Nick Reynolds moved to increase the CAG by two and to invite the Martin County Economic Council and the Tourist Development Board to appoint members to the CAG. Mona Schwall seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

c. Project presentation to various community groups for support and funding was discussed. Several events were discussed.

i. Rotary club offered their support with a pancake breakfast under the trees 
ii. Poker run with motorcycle groups

d. Staff will report on structure, tasks and new member invitations at the next meeting.

e. CAG meeting frequency was discussed; it was unanimously decided to meet as needed.

F. Questions and answers and public comment

a. Mary Dawson would like to interview Mickey, founder of Dunklin Memorial Camp on camera about the history of Martin Grade and surrounding land for use in a scenic highway story. Other videos, pictures, and interviews will continue to be added to the story.

b. Mary asked if any one has or could get pictures of road thru seasons and different weather conditions to add to story.

c. Nick Reynolds asked for more info about the roles of the CAG and any other committees formed.

i. Mary Dawson stated the role of the CAG and any persons involved is an individual choice. She invited all to tell staff what specific roles or portions of the project that interest anyone.

d. Mona Schwall asked what the next steps are. Mary suggested the priorities are fundraising and building public involvement, followed by putting together the Grade’s story.

e. Don White asked success rate for completing a scenic highway. Mary Dawson did not know the percentage rate but stated St. Lucie County just had a scenic highway designated. 

f. Charles Phillips asked if once designated a scenic highway if it is reversible. Mary Dawson stated its protection for the trees is not necessarily permanent.

g. Lee Jones asked if notice of MPO (Metropolitan Planning Organization) meetings could be placed on www.SCLands.org  website so it can be viewed by all. Mary Dawson stated that is good idea and will work on putting such on the website.

h. Lee Jones stated he had noticed wounds in the trees on the Grade from mowing crews and asked what could be done about it. Mary Dawson said she would contact the city with the complaint.
G. Lee Jones moved to adjourn the meeting, Nick Reynolds seconded and the motion approved at 7:20 pm.
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