March 4, 2008

Beatriz Caicedo, Scenic Highways Coordinator 

FDOT District 4 Office

3400 W. Commercial Blvd.

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309-3421

Re:   
Letter of Intent for Designation as a Florida Scenic Highway

Martin County Road 714 (“The Martin Grade”) 

Dear Ms. Caicedo:

On behalf of the residents of Martin County, we hereby submit this Letter of Intent to have a 12-mile section of Martin County Road 714 designated a Florida Scenic Highway for your review, consideration and approval.  

Classification of Designation – We are seeking designation as a Scenic Highway.

Roadway/Route Number and Name – The corridor is a portion of County Road 714 in western Martin County, Florida.  It is locally known as “Martin Highway” and “The Martin Grade.” 

We are requesting that the Scenic Highway name be “The Martin Grade Scenic Highway.”  

Roadway/Corridor Limits – The eastern terminus of this proposed Scenic Highway is the intersection of County Road 714 and County Road 609, which is named “Allapattah Road” and is regionally called “The Citrus Highway.”  It will run due west for approximately 12 miles to the intersection of County Road 714 and State Road 710, which is locally called “Warfield Highway.”  A map of the area is attached.

CAG Formation – Please see attached list of CAG Members and Advisory Board.

Statement of Significance – The Martin Grade was first used as a logging trail in 1890, as the local residents were clearing the land now known as the Allapattah Flats.  Bordered by citrus groves and cattle ranches, in the early 1900’s, it was also used for cattle drives by area cowboys.  In 1929, it became the corridor to connect the two county seats of Okeechobee County and Martin County.   

Today, the Martin Grade stands proudly as the western hallmark to Martin County, lined with magnificent maples and stately oaks that meet above the roadway to form a lush canopy over approximately half of its twelve mile journey to the west.  The light filtering through the tunnel of trees is constantly changing with the time of day and the weather, so that every drive down The Martin Grade is a dramatic new adventure. 

Martin County Community and Commissioners, recognizing this unique value of such natural beauty, elected to carefully preserve these trees when the road was first paved in 1998.  This road was recently designated a County Scenic Corridor and is protected by specific regulations written and incorporated into the County's Land Development regulations for Canopy Roads. 

Of particular note, the South Florida Water Management District and Martin County have partnered to protect the 21,000+ acre “Allapattah Flats Wildlife Preservation Area,” a map of which is attached.  Much of these preserved lands is adjacent to the southern side of The Martin Grade, and will soon be used for equestrian trails for residents and visitors alike.  Portions of the Allapattah Preservation Area at the eastern end of the Martin Grade have been opened to the public for hiking and camping.  Additional lands along the Grade are designated for acquisition as part of the joint State and Federal Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Project.  We believe that this road needs to be preserved for generations to come.  

The Martin Grade was recently upgraded with a more stable road base, a fresh coat of pavement, and two new bridges constructed to replace deteriorating culverts.  Additionally, the county recently conducted an extensive clean-up of the shoulders of the road, planting new grass and removing any dead trees and debris remaining from past hurricanes.  These projects are successfully restoring the road to its original natural beauty.  

Visual Aids – Attached are several photographs which depict the beauty and scenic character of this unique roadway, which include the 100-year old oak canopy, the historic Dunklin Memorial Camp, a community playground and picnic area, and the Allapattah Flats Wildlife Preservation Area, within which equestrian trails and park facilities are in the process of being approved.  

Meeting and Training - The District Scenic Highway Coordinator has already made a presentation at our initial organizational meeting, and has continued to guide us.  The primary participants in the CAG are well-versed in the manual and are eager to participate in a training session at whatever date and time the FSH committee deems appropriate.

Acknowledgement:  We, the undersigned, understand the following conditions apply to a designated scenic highway:


Designation as a Scenic Highway requires adherence to Section 1046(c) of ISTEA, which precludes issuance of new outdoor advertising permits on designated scenic highways.


Designation as a Scenic Highway requires adherence to the Federal Uniform Relocation and Real Property Acquisition Policy Act of 1970 for property acquisition and rights related to the Scenic Highway.


Designation as a Scenic Highway does not preclude the Florida Department of Transportation from fulfilling its statutory Mission.


Designation as a Scenic Highway will not occur until the Florida Department of Transportation is in full acceptance of the applicant’s Corridor Management Plan.


All Corridor Advocacy Groups must comply with Florida’s Sunshine Law, which requires that meetings must be open to the public, reasonable advance notice of the meeting(s) must be given, and meeting minutes must be taped or written.

________________________________________________ 


Date:________________________

Doug Smith, Chairman, Martin County Commission

_______________________________________________

Date:_______________________

Lee Jones, Corridor Advocacy Group Co-Chair
